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With the end of the first World Var, after Oormany and Turkey
signed the surrender conditions, the victorious powers agein turned
their attention to the Armenian question. Partioipants of the Paris
Peace Oonference in 1919, ineluding Wilscn and others, expressed
doubt as to Turkish sovereimmty over the Armenian regions, and Lloyd
George demanded recognition for Turkish Armenia's "peculisr mtiomal
oonditions” of existence,

Those responsible for the postwar peace treaty did not st all
doubt the justios of the demands of the Armenians for their native
soil, This wvas reflected in the Sevres Treaty of 1920, vhich was
signed by the victorious powers and Turkey. In sccordance vith Fare-
graph 87 of the treaty, Turkey along with the allied powvers reoognised
Armenia as & free and independent statn, Aocording to Paragreph 89,
the doternipation of the boundary line betveen Turkey and Amenia
was to be submitted to the president of the United States for arbitration.
Armenia was aspured an outlet to the Black Sea and Turkey wvas required
to demilitarize its frontier with Armenia, On 22 November 1920,
Vileon, ae arbitrater, proposed that the border of Armenis run through
the vilayets of Van, Bitlis, Ersurum and Trabson.

However, the decisions of the Savres treaty were as flingy 28
Sevres china, They were not put into effect primarily beoause the
Entente powers were not so wmach ooncerned with the Armenien nation
as they wvere vith furthering their own imperialistic interests.

The Sevres trealy vas concluded not only vithout Soviet Russia's
partieipation but even opposed to her interests,

In the meantime, vhile negotiations between the victorious povers
went on, Kemal collected a large militery foros and not cnly refused
to clear the territory vhich was under negetiation in the Sevres treaty,
but crossed the borders of Russian Armenia, Russisn Arnenia was at
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that time under the rule of Armenian natiomalist counterrevolutiomary
dashmaks, Relying on the povers of the Intante, the dashmak govern-
mmemmulnrunhvnhwlulhaﬁnlmmd
with the national interests of Armenia, Turkey tock advantage of this.
mu-hrmnmdnwmmormofmnnmmmum
penerals, Kasim Karabekir, inveded Armenis virtually vithout opposi=
tion, and ocoupied Kars, Surmalu, snd Alexandropol (nov leninakan) .
The Entente vhich had snatignted the Dashnaks aguinst the Turks dia
nothing to help Armenia. Kasim Xarebakir foroed the Dashnak govern-
aent to sipn & very severe peace treaty.

Agoording to the terms of this peace treaty, sirned in Alexandropol
on 2 December 1920, Armenia actuslly bsoame & protectorate of Turkey
and was deprived of the right to maintain on armys The Dashnak govern-
ment surrendered the territory of Xars and Ardahan, Surmalu Uyesd
and Erivan Cubarnia, only retaining the territery of Erivan and Eoh-
miadsin uyesds with & population of 400,000, At the same time, the
Menshevik povermment of Georgla mave up the Batumi region to Turkey.

Soviet Armenis

In the days when mortal dnnper threatened the Armenian people,
Soviet Russis came to their rescus. At & joint ssssion of the Canoasian
Bureau and the Commmist Party of Agerbaydshan with T, V. Stalin es
obairman, Stalin stated thet 'Kmnin mast be saved at any price,

In Armenia, powerful national uprisings againat the counterrevolu-
tionary dashnaks broke out, The workers of Armenia led by the Armenian
Bolsheviks cverthrev the dashnak povernment with the help of the
Red Army and established Soviet rule.

On 29 Novembar 1920, Armenia was sovietized. Stalin, velcoming
the workers of Armenia, wrotet "Armenia, tormented, exhausted and led
to destrustion, starvation end poverty by her Batente tMondlIMu
mtwdulim.ndmmtmr. OnIySarhtwhunwinc
peage ond naticmel restoration to Armenia,”
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Since the onme-pided treaty of Alaxandropol was mot recognised
by the Soviet government, the negotiations between the USSR and Turkey
vhigh vere carried on in Moseov agein brousht up the subjest of Turkish
and Armonian relations, The determination of the bhorders was a very
a10fiondt affalr, It was necessary to fnoes the faet that a large
part of Armenia wes alveady in Tarkish hands, although not as large
an ares as envisamed by ‘he Alexandropol treaty, Also to be considered
wvas the oomplieated internatiomal situstion which existed in 1920-1921
and which required that the Scviet goverment maintain peace Gl
h'.y and not involve 4tself in & wer with Turkey aa the powers
of the fntente desired, On the basis of thess considerations, a
Soviet - Turkish trenty was signed on 16 March 1921 in Momcow. Under
1t, the Twrideh Kars ant Ardshan regions as well as Surmalu Uyesd
and Erivan (uberniya ware given up by Armenia,

On 17 October 1921, a sinmilar treaty wes concluded in Kars between
the three Cauoasian republics with the participstion of the RSFSR,

Both treaties sought to establish a friendly policy on the side of
Turkey toverds the USSR, During 25 years of Soviet rule Armenia vas
trensformed frrm & poverty stricken hinterland to a country of developing
agriculture, and culture, The Academy of Sciences of the Armenian SSR
was established; more than ten higher educatiomal institutions were
openad; and a vhole series of schools, theatres and other cultural

and educational institutions were founded, As & part of the powerful
Soviet povernment, Armenia oarries its share of the work of industry,
agriculture, culture and scisnce of the Soviet Unioen,

More than a million foreigm Armenian refugees from all over the
world look to Soviet Armenia, Recently Inmdreds of thoussnds of Apmenians
from various countries oame there. The fatherland welecmed its sons,
and a recent decree of the Soviet govermment offisially authorizod the
{mmigration of foreign Armenians. However, the intoleradle territorial
construction of the republic limits immigration, while at the same time
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the fertile areas of Kars, Ardahan and Swealu vhich vere annaxed by
Turkey are very sparsely populated, The instinstive attreetion to

the fatherland vhich is observed among Armenians living abreed agein
reises the question of rewniting the Armenian territory wvhich used to
be Miasian vith Soviet Armenia, The Armenian people passiomately desire
the restoration of their territory under the Soviet banner, Sush
acticn would ecaly meet the minimum requirements of the Armenian people,
The mmber of Armenians vho live abroad is about the same as those -
living at the present time in Soviet Armenia, Bren vith the return
uﬂnmlorlm,AMVmelmhmdnmAmnhm
vho vish to settle en their native soil, Therefore the thoughts of
Armenians constantly turn toward the restcration of their territorial
integrity. They desire to have inoluded in Soviet Armenia, in addition
to the territory vhich was seised from her in 1920, the regicms of Van,
Bitlis and Ersurum.

In the name of the Oeneral Assembly of the United Hations, of the
mtofthoﬂsmmthommtdAmm, of the
recently elected Catholices, George VI, of Arnenian colonies in all
oorners of the world, the hops is expressed that, ultimately all
native Armenian land and all Armenian people, scattered all over the

¢ world, will be united under the banmer of the Armenian Soviet Republic.
The justice of these demands cannot be questioned, The Armenian people
have the right and the possidility of utilising the wealth of their
netive soll for the well being of a regensrete nationmal state,
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